
QUOTES FROM NGO SIGNATORIES 

David Miliband, CEO and President of the International 
Rescue Committee: “The worsening rate of global 
hunger is horrifying to witness. Every day we are seeing 
the human cost of hunger play out in the countries 
where we work. World leaders must act now to prevent 
unprecedented levels of suffering, through increased 
funding and diplomatic efforts to end conflict and 
improve humanitarian access.”  
 
Oxfam International Executive Director, Gabriela 
Bucher: “The richest countries are slashing their food aid 
even as millions of people go hungry; this is an 
extraordinary political failure. They must urgently 
reverse these decisions. And we must confront the 
fundamental drivers of starvation – global hunger is not 
about lack of food, but a lack of equality.”  
 
CARE International Secretary General, Sofía 
Sprechmann Sineiro: “Whether Yemen, Syria or the 
DRC, funding to respond to the hunger crisis is not 
materializing. Yet trillions are invested in rescue 
packages for corporates all over the world. Donors must 
step up. It is not a matter of affordability; it is a matter of 
political will. CARE’s evidence base tells us that for 
every dollar women earn, 80 cents go back into the 
family, compared with 30 cents of every dollar men earn. 
Gender inequality is a key predictor of the occurrence 
and recurrence of armed conflict. If we fail to grasp this 
simple fact, we will fail to prevent or effectively counter 
famine. ” 



 
Anne-Birgitte Albrectsen, CEO of Plan International: “We 
are witnessing a devastating global hunger crisis, which 
will hit girls and women the hardest. In countries like 
South Sudan, we are already hearing reports of hunger-
related deaths and families going entire days without 
food. Others are making heartbreaking choices, 
marrying their daughters early or saving what little food 
they have for working members of the household. It is 
critical that world leaders step up and provide more 
funding for humanitarian assistance – otherwise, we risk 
millions of avoidable deaths.” 
 
Save the Children’s CEO, Inger Ashing: “We have 
warned donors over and over again – their inaction is 
leading to death and despair among children, as we see 
in countries across the globe every single day. A 
pledging conference for Yemen in early March did not 
even raise half of the funds needed, and that country is 
at a tipping point. It’s painful, because governments 
have the money. That thousands of children will be 
dying of hunger and disease in 2021 is a political choice 
– unless governments radically choose to help save the 
lives of children.”  
 
World Vision International President & CEO, Andrew 
Morley: “Let me be direct: there is no place or excuse for 
famine in the 21st century. The fact we have reached 
this point shows there has been a clear and catastrophic 
moral failure by the international community. A 
generation of girls and boys needs us to bring hope, 
supporting and empowering them to reach their full 
potential. Children of the world are looking to us to act.”  



 
The Danish Refugee Council Secretary General, 
Charlotte Slente said: “Among the growing number of 
refugees and displaced persons, lack of access to food 
severely worsens an already critical situation. DRC calls 
on all governments to act now to prevent global hunger 
from adding further destitution to the world’s most 
vulnerable groups of people.”  
 
Interim CEO of Islamic Relief Worldwide, Tufail 
Hussain: “Cutting aid in the middle of a pandemic is 
morally abhorrent and risks rolling back decades of 
development. Failure to act now will cast a shadow over 
generations to come, as malnutrition affects young 
children’s cognitive and physical development for the 
rest of their lives. The world must not wait for famine to 
be declared before helping people who are starving right 
now. We are calling for global solidarity to end hunger 
and stand with the world’s poorest people.”   

 


